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MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF SNITTERFIELD PARISH COUNCIL HELD VIA ZOOM ON 
MONDAY 12 OCTOBER 2020, COMMENCING AT 7.30 PM 

 
This meeting was held via Zoom during the Covid 19 Pandemic  

PRESENT  
Councillor P Blanchard – Chairman  
Councillor D Brown 
Councillor P Cox 
Councillor C Elliott 
Councillor J Kelsey 
Councillor G Norris 
Councillor C Pearson 
Councillor P Smith 
Parish Clerk – Nicola Everall 
5 members of the public for all or part of the meeting 
County Councillor Mrs A Parry for part of the meeting 
 
Public Participation 
Mr C Martenson raised concern regarding the planning application at the former Methodist Church 
(20/02203/FUL) with regards to increased traffic and parking, but more particularly for the lack of attention 
given to birds and bats and did not believe that following the Bat Survey and Method Statement the Design 
and Access Statement had not been updated.   
 
1. Apologies 
An apology for absence had been received from District Councillor P Richards. 
  
2. Declarations of Interest 
Councillor C Elliott declared an interest in respect of the planning application for the Sports & Social Club and 
took no part in the discussion.  
 
3. To approve the Minutes of the meeting held on 14 September 2020 
The Minutes of the Meeting held on 14 September 2020, having been previously circulated, were agreed and 
will be signed by the Chairman as soon as practicable.  
 
4. Report from County Councillor – Mrs A Parry  
Councillor Mrs Parry reported that Covid -19 cases are continuing to rise at a pace around us following the 
tighter restrictions as announced by the Government. For the third successive week Stratford on Avon is wit-
nessing significant increases in the number of new cases and since the 9 October 2020, report there has been a 
further 52 cases reported taking the cumulative total of cases to 837. 
 
The cumulative cases across the county as of 12 October are now 4170 up from 3953. Out of the 423 SWFT 
Hospital Beds there remains three confirmed cases of Covid-19 at present and no patients are in the intensive 
care unit. In terms of transmission within Warwickshire, the contact tracing work has found that household to 
household transmission is a key feature, where people are mixing with family and friends without adequate 
protective measures in place. Mixing in hospitality venues is also indicated, and young and working age people 
form the majority of positive cases. 
 
The cumulative deaths across Stratford District remains at 168 with the deaths in care home remaining at 82 
from a cumulative of 1184 ‘all cause deaths’ in the district. The cumulative total of all Covid-19 deaths in War-
wickshire remains at 601 and over the same period there have been 4080 non Covid-19 related deaths in War-
wickshire. Across the county there has been a total of 212 Covid-19 deaths in care homes settings (no increase 
in the last week) compared to 1345 ‘all cause deaths’ in care homes over the same period. 
 
The following link leads to a mapping service available on the government website 
https://www.arcgis.com/apps/webappviewer/index.html?id=47574f7a6e454dc6a42c5f6912ed7076 
Compared to the wider West Midlands Region, Warwickshire has a lower rate of positive cases, which is some-
what comforting. But this situation is fluid and open to change in a matter of days. 
 
 
 

https://www.arcgis.com/apps/webappviewer/index.html?id=47574f7a6e454dc6a42c5f6912ed7076
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Public Health Warwickshire is taking this situation extremely seriously and have already begun to plan its re-
sponse to this new phase of the Pandemic. Warwickshire is expecting new national guidance this week on the 
proposed ‘traffic light’ system to group local areas into three levels of restriction based upon a range of indica-
tors including the numbers of 7-day positive tests. Our close neighbours in Solihull and Birmingham already 
have tighter restrictions, and Coventry may next week be in this position due to elevated case numbers. Inevi-
tably this will lead to an increased duty on all of us to take extra care when moving around the Region. As is 
necessary, Warwickshire is urging staff to take all possible safeguards against spreading the virus and to both 
limit their movements and avoid unnecessary journeys. 
 
In response to the Government’s anticipated publication of a White Paper on Devolution and Local Govern-
ment Reform, WCC held a Full Council meeting on 22 September on its proposals to authorise the submission 
to Government of a ‘Strategic Case for Change’ for a single unitary authority for Warwickshire. As part of this 
process WCC commissioned business advisers, PWC to produce a report in support of this proposal, which was 
debated extensively by all councillors who by a majority voted to submit its report to Government. Councillor 
Parry did not vote to support this action and felt that it would be premature before the White Paper is pub-
lished (now anticipated sometime next year) and without undertaking extensive consultation with residents 
across Warwickshire. Another Full Council meeting is being held tomorrow with the dominant feature being 
the Statement of Accounts and Capital Investment programmes. 
 
WCC Cabinet has approved a new grant fund aimed at encouraging parish and town councils to implement 
community climate change projects and I have requested that the portfolio holder gives 
some examples of the type of projects that would qualify for these grants, which essentially would be match 
funded so more information on this at the next meeting. 
 
Finally, Councillor Parry reported that the second round of her County Councillor Grants closed on 27th Sep-
tember 2020 and has reviewed the applications with the Localities Officer and made recommendations for ap-
proval which include two applications from Snitterfield Parish. As anticipated the applications exceed the grant 
money available, but the applications from Snitterfield scored well and have been given due consideration. 
 
5. Matters Arising 
a) Hurdlers Lane 

Councillor P Cox reported that some issues in the homes still remain, due to poor workmanship which 
resulted in a meeting on 17 September 2020, between the residents concerned, Richard Muggle-
stone from WRHA and Councillor P Cox. 
  
Mr A Payne has kindly agreed to investigate the potential drainage issues for this area.  He has already walked 
the area, including parking areas (with minimal drainage and  minimal permeable surface areas) and checked 
three surface water outlets into Bearley Road Brook, where he found two had a significant flow of water de-
spite a lack of rain. 
  
Mr Payne has requested a visit to the properties to inspect internal and external surfaces.  This will need to be 
carried out, where possible, with Covid 19 in mind.  
 
b) Snitterfield Playing Field Charity 
A Trustee meeting of Snitterfield Playing Field was held on 5 October 2020. 

At that meeting, it was agreed that the Parish Council could pursue two main options – a Charitable Incorpo-
rated Organisation (CIO) or the establishment of a Management Committee and it was agreed to seek advice 
from Mr D Dumbleton as to the best way forward.   

The next meeting would take place once a reply has been received from Mr Dumbleton.  
 
Councillor J Kelsey offered to write a Business Plan.  
 
The Cricket Club and Nursery are to submit a business plan in November. 
 
It was also agreed that in 2021, consideration be made for a separate bank account, in order to assist with fu-
ture requests for funding and separate any funds from the Parish Council.  
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c) Inspection of Play Areas 
The Annual RoSPA Inspection of the two play areas had taken place by Play Safety and no major issues had 
been raised, other than the requirement to clean the rubber surfaces.  Councillor P Smith was to meet with 
Glass Act to obtain a quotation for the works. 
 
Councillor P Smith was also in the process of regaining possession of the tool, currently held with Thomas Fox 
Landscapes, which was required to tighten one of the bolts of the Agility Trail. 
 
Councillor C Pearson suggested that the residents, who had expressed interest in helping to manage the Play-
ing Field, could be approached to assist with weekly visual inspections.   RoSPA recommends operational in-
spections every 1-3  months.  Councillor C Pearson was to circulate an inspection schedule from the training 
programme from WALC and the Clerk was to contact potential volunteers.  
 
The Clerk had now received delivery of the new play area signs and these would be installed by Councillor P 
Smith.  
 
d) Emergency Plan 
Councillor C Pearson was awaiting approval of the Privacy & Data Protection Policy before circulating the ques-
tionnaire. Councillor J Kelsey has professional expertise in GDPR and volunteered to review this.  It was hoped 
that these policies would be adopted at the November meeting.  
 
e) Flooding 
Councillor C Pearson was pleased to report that following the heavy rainfall on 4 October, no homes had been 
affected.  The water was contained at the Bell Lane culvert. Once again, the road gullies on the Methodist 
Church site of The Green appeared to be blocked or were not able to cope with the volume of water, and the 
same problem again on Wolverton Road, School Road, which were reported on ‘FixMyStreet’. 
 
There has been very little communication back from WCC, ST and EA since the meeting on the 15 September 
2020 and of concern is the point which Mr P Morlidge questioned at the meeting, which is that there is confu-
sion on the EA’s side as to what Flood Model should be referenced to pertaining to calculations etc.  
 
There are three models, and it is very important that the EA use the correct one for future analysis. Terry Ford 
(EA) has been tasked to address this as a matter of urgency. Mr A Payne has carried out investigations fed his 
findings, including videos and photos onto the WCC, EA and ST.  
 
Mr T Jackson who owns the first pond, is happy to increase the flow rate of water through the pond, however, 
does not want to reduce the level as it will impact of the fish in the pond.  
 
Mr A Payne had requested, and it was agreed that the Parish Council should write to all agencies, copying 
Councillors A Parry and P Richards as well the MP, requesting for urgent action on these matters.  
 
f)  Tree & Wildflower Planting 
Mr D Parker had submitted a request to the Parish Council drawing attention to the formation of a new group 
in Snitterfield – Snitterfield Tree Action Group (STAG). The group will be working to improve the local environ-
ment for people in the parish through planting trees and hedging.  
 
The group had defined their mission as:  “STAG enables the planting of appropriate species of trees as widely 
as possible across the parish of Snitterfield to reduce carbon dioxide levels, mitigate flood risk, increase biodi-
versity and improve the surroundings for Parishioners.” 
  
In the first instance the plan was to participate in the Woodland Trust tree planting scheme, which will mean 
finding homes for around 100 trees or hedging plants to be planted in early 2021. 
In later projects the group would approach farms and other landowners in the parish, but the initial focus will 
be on community owned land and gardens. 
  
STAG was seeking a comprehensive list of all Parish Council owned land, ideally with maps, and for the Council 
to give early consideration to where planting could take place. 
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The short term objective was to achieve a March 2021 Planting, working with the Woodland Trust and the 
group would like to work with the Parish Council to identify small parcels of land that can be planted with trees 
or hedges. 
 
Members of the Parish Council agreed to support this project and the Clerk was asked to respond to STAG with 
maps and details of Parish Council owned land.  This could then be agreed at the November meeting.  
 
g) Sir Stephen Hales Charity 
Councillor C Elliott had sourced two suitable persons who would be pleased to stand as Trustees to this char-
ity. 
 
It was RESOLVED unanimously that Messrs O Schimdt-Hansen & B Carless be appointed as Trustees to this 
charity.  
 
h) Website 
Councillor C Pearson requested for a review of the website as part of the budget and allocate funds towards a 
professional provider, now that content had been written to meet the Transparency Code requirements.  This 
was an opportunity to improve the functionality of the website and engagement with residents, with the inclu-
sion of a calendar, newsletter and archives etc. Councillor C Pearson reminded members of the WALC grant of 
£500 towards the website costs.  
 
Councillor Pearson reminded members of the number of online methods by which residents can report issues: 
Traffic Safety - You can report concerns to Warwickshire Police https://www.warwickshire.police.uk/a/your-
area/ 
FixMyStreet – potholes, blocked drains, flooding https://warwickshire.fixmystreet.com/ 
Footpaths – Public Rights of Way Map https://rowreporting.warwickshire.gov.uk/CAMSWeb/standard-
map.aspx 
 
i) Parking  
Councillor J Kelsey raised concern regarding the current and future issues relating to parking in the village, par-
ticularly if the proposed nursery were to open at the former Methodist Church.  
 
Councillor C Pearson reported that Mr A Payne had circulated a proposed plan to residents of 1-27 Dutton’s 
Close, with details of drainage, surface type, lighting and landscaping and road markings. The collated re-
sponses were to be sent to Councillor P Richards. In order to obtain Land Registry documents, there is a £3 
charge for Title Register and Title Plan per search.  
 
Councillor Pearson also suggested that the Parish Council allocate a small budget for administration in next 
year’s budget. 
 
6. Finance 
Income & Expenditure 
The Parish Clerk circulated schedules of Income and Expenditure to date and these were agreed by members.  
 
7. Annual Meeting 
Due to the Covid-19 epidemic, the Annual Meeting had not taken place in May 2020 as planned and it was 
therefore proposed to hold to hold the Annual Meeting on 9 November 2020.  At that meeting there would be 
a review of Councillor responsibilities and a vote for Chairman and Vice-Chairman. 
 
8. Remembrance Day Service 
Remembrance Sunday was planned for 8 November 2020, but due to the Covid-19 epidemic, the usual open-air 
service with a parade was not expected to take place.   
 
Discussions took place with regards to the gathering of people and it was agreed to monitor Government guide-
lines and updates would be provided when available.  
 
The Clerk had, however ordered a wreath for the Chairman to lay, and applied for a Road Closure Order, should 
matters return to normal.  
 
 
 

https://www.warwickshire.police.uk/a/your-area/
https://www.warwickshire.police.uk/a/your-area/
https://warwickshire.fixmystreet.com/
https://rowreporting.warwickshire.gov.uk/CAMSWeb/standardmap.aspx
https://rowreporting.warwickshire.gov.uk/CAMSWeb/standardmap.aspx
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9. Planning 
a) Planning Applications  
The Clerk had previously circulated a schedule relating to all current planning applications, which is appended 
to these minutes. 
 
Sports Club - 20/00131/FUL  
A Parish Council decision for this amended application was due by 22 October 2020 and Councillor J Kelsey 
agreed to ensure that this was met, as the Chairman of the Planning Committee,  Councillor C Elliott had de-
clared an interest in this application.  
 
Cosycot -20/01342/FUL 
The LPA was minded to refuse this application and following further correspondence from the Case Officer, it 
was to be considered at the Planning Committee on 4 November.   
Following a vote of Parish Councillors, there remained 3 against and 5 for this application.  It was agreed that 
Councillor J Kelsey would represent the Parish Council at the LPA Planning Committee.  
 
b) Planning Committee – Terms of Reference 
Councillor C Pearson had circulated the draft Terms of Reference and these were agreed by members. 
 
It was RESOLVED unanimously to adopt the Planning Committee Terms of Reference.  
 
10. Correspondence Report  
Street Naming 
Following correspondence from the District Council, there were no objections raised to the proposed street 
name of ‘Monarch’s Rise’ on land adjacent to the telephone exchange. 
 
11. Village Hall Management Committee (VHMC) 
The Chairman reported that since the end of the financial year, the VHMC has lost most of its income due to 
the Coronavirus pandemic and closure of the hall, but this has meant that it has been able to commence work 
on the annex and easy access toilet without disrupting too many groups of hirers.  
 
Since re-opening the hall in September, the VHMC has had 2 new weekly bookings, but many of the regular 
hirers will not be returning until at least the New Year. The predicted income until March 2021 is greatly re-
duced, but costs will remain similar so it is expected that there will be a reduction in the bank balances over 
the next 6 months. 
 
12.  Observations from Parish Councillors 
Councillor P Smith was to meet with Mees Wood to address any outstanding matters.  
 
Councillor J Kelsey reported that the Monarch’s Way bridge had now been reopened. 
 
Councillor P Blanchard asked the Clerk to contact the Street Naming Team at the District Council to ascertain 
why the name Elmdon Close had not been used at the Appleton House development.  
 
The meeting closed at 9.15pm 
 
  
 
Signed………………………………………………. Designation……………………………………………. Date………………………………………. 
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Planning Schedule – September 2020 
 

Application 
Number 

Application Details Comments re-
quired by 

SPC Comment SDC Decision 

20/00077/FUL Wayfield Gorse, Gospel Oak Lane 
Change of use from woodland to a disc golf course and associ-
ated operational development  

4/03/20 Support  

20/00131/FUL 
 
 
 
 
Amended Appli-
cation  
 
 
 
Amended Appli-
cation 

Snitterfield Sports Club 
Demolition of the existing clubhouse and erection of a new 
clubhouse and nine residential dwellings plus parking, land-
scaping and other associated works 
 
Demolition of the existing clubhouse and erection 
of a new clubhouse and nine residential dwellings  
plus parking, landscaping and other associated  
works 
 
Proposed Site Plan - P753/SK/003 Rev E Illustrative Master plan 
- P20-1488_01-A 
Horizontal Visibility Splays - J32-4467-PS-001 
Refuse Vehicle Swept Path Analysis J32-4467-PS-002A 
Refuse Vehicle Swept Path Analysis - J32-4467-PS-002B 
Designers Response to Stage 1 Road Safety Audit 
Obtrusive Light Assessment and Mitigation 

30/03/20 
 
 
 
 

19/06/20 
 
 
 
 

22/10/20 

Support 
 
 
 
 

Support 

 

20/01342/FUL Cosycot, The Green 
Single storey rear extension, replacement of windows, addition 
of porches to external entrances, and new bin store 

18/09/20 Object  

20/01444/FUL Little Acres, Kings Lane 
New access and drive off King's Lane 

26/08/20 Support  

20/01598/FUL High Close Farm, Black Hill 
Demolition of existing dwellings and agricultural buildings, re-
furbishment of existing dwelling, and erection of 7 new dwell-
ings and associated structures and landscaping in lieu of extant 
class Q prior approval 

5/8/20 Support Granted 
24/09/20 

20/01835/FUL Windermere, Park Lane 
Extension above existing garage 

19/08/20 Support Refused 
05/10/20 

20/01960/FUL Park Farm Cottage, Park Lane 
Proposed one and two storey extensions to existing dwelling 

1/09/20 Support  

20/02041/FUL 9 The Hill, Primrose Cottage , Kings Lane 
Retrospective change of use for the existing garage/garden 
room to become ancillary accommodation as an annex to the 
main dwelling, and to undertake both external and internal 
modifications to the existing in order to provide suitable living 
accommodation 

10/09/20 Support 
With condition 
to remove PDR 

Granted 
05/10/20 Re-
moved PDR 

20/02087/FUL Garage Block, Duttons Close 
Demolition of 10 No. garages and construction of one single-
storey dwelling 

7/09/20 Object  

20/02203/FUL Snitterfield Methodist Church 
Erection of boundary wall fencing and hedging, erection of tim-
ber clad equipment store and other associated and enabling 
development to facilitate conversion of building to children's 
day nursery 

23/09/20 Object  

 
Tree Applications 

Application 
Number 

Application Detail Comments 
required 
by 

SPC Comment SDC Decision 

20/02117/TREE The Old School House, School, Road 03/09/20 Support Granted 
16/09/20 
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T1 - yew - Reduce height and spread from 6metres x 6metres to ap-
prox 4metres x 4metres 
T2 - silver birch - Remove 

20/02212/FUL Bellbrook House, Bell Lane 
T1 - lime - Reduce selected limbs (see Photos) by up to 3.5metres 
from branch tips to lessen overhang into neighbours garden/drive-
way. Crown raise to height of up to 5metres 

16/09/20 Support Granted 
17/09/20  

20/02453/TREE Charnwood, Smiths Lane 
T1 - goat willow - Pollard from approx 6metres height and 6metres 
spread to approx 2.5metres height and 1metre spread 

30/09/20 Support Granted 
13/10/20 

20/02454/TREE Millwood House, Church Road 
T1 - ash - Reduce height from approx 5metres to approx 3.5metres 
T2 - ash - Reduce height from approx 5metres to approx 3.5metres 
T3 - ash - Reduce height from approx 5metres to approx 3.5metres 
T4 - beech - Reduce height from approx 5metres to approx 3.5me-
tres 
T5 - beech - Reduce height from approx 5metres to approx 3.5me-
tres 

30/09/20 Support Granted 
15/10/20 

20/02674/TREE 2 Bell Brook 
T1 - willow - Reduce to property boundary to clear overhang over 
road. Reduce height and spread to reshape within property bound-
ary 
T2 - willow - Reduce to property boundary to clear overhang over 
road. Reduce to clear electricity wires and overhanging over path-
way. Reduce height and spread within property boundary 

19/10/20 Support  

 
Appeal - Block 1, Grange Meadow, Ingon Lane. 
Proposal : Confirmation that prior approval application 16/00389/COUP was lawfully implemented as a resi-
dential dwelling under Article 3 Schedule 2 Part 3 class P of the Town and Country Planning (General Permitted 
Development) (England) Order 2015 (as amended) 
Comments due by 5 November 2020 

 


