
  

YOUR LOCAL COUNCILLOR UPDATE – 21 November 2020 

 

As we enter the third week of Lockdown2 there is some encouraging news about the rate of infection and 

case numbers, which has reduced slightly across the district and reflects the restriction measures which 

have been put in place. 

  

There have been 31 fewer cases testing positive recorded in the last seven days (178) taking the total 

number of cases across the district to 1797 up from 1691; so the rate of cases has seen a fall down to 

136.8/100,000 population from 161./100,00 last week.  This compares to rate of cases of 223/100,000 in 

Warwick District which was 256/100,000 last week and North Warwickshire which continues to be the 

highest in the county at 369/100,000. 

  

The situation regarding the open 406 SWFT Hospital Beds has seen a slight increase of Covid inpatients 

with 20 (19) confirmed cases of COVID-19 and five (4) patients in ICU (last week’s figures in 

brackets).  There are 68% of SWFT hospital beds occupied by Non-COVID-19 patients which demonstrates 

that other procedures and treatments are continuing however there are 5% beds occupied with 

confirmed COVID-19 patients and 14% beds occupied with suspected COVID-19 patients and a spare 

capacity of 13% beds.  

  

The cumulative deaths across Stratford District from the start of this second wave (28th August 2020) 

remains at 12, with eight occurring in care homes and four in hospital, out of a total of 229 all cause 

deaths in the district for this new second wave period. 

The cumulative total of deaths across Warwickshire for Wave 2 is now 25 from a total of 1049 all cause 

deaths.  The cumulative total of Covid-19 deaths in Stratford district is 180 since the start of the pandemic 

and in Warwickshire 625; over the same period there have been 4752 non Covid-19 related deaths in 

Warwickshire and 1156 non Covid-19 deaths in Stratford on Avon District. 
One thing is clear to see and that is Stratford on Avon district has the lowest rate of infection across the 
county and there is a united force of lobbying activity to prevent the district being included in a county 
wide tier system, as the other districts and boroughs have more than double the rate of infection as 
ourselves. 

Testing 

Many of you will have heard or seen in the news that one of the two new diagnostic testing megalabs is 

going to be in Leamington Spa generating an additional 2000 new jobs for people with a wide range of 

different skills.  WCC is also involved in an extensive programme to bring targeted mass testing of 

asymptomatic people which is also involving colleagues in Warwickshire Police, the District and Borough 

Councils and Warwickshire Fire and Rescue Service to underpin this effort. 

  

The Government is committing to supply local authorities with 'lateral flow tests' which give results in 

around an hour, and they are resolving national supply chain arrangements this week. WCC has been 

advised that in a matter of weeks they will be able to order tests equal to 10% of our population. The rest 

of the arrangements for hosting, booking, testing, and results notification are being devolved to WCC as 

the local authority, which is an enormous undertaking.  A pilot site for this initiative is to commence early 

in December in North Warwickshire first in few of its high levels of case numbers and positivity. 

  

The Public Health Team is developing a prioritisation strategy to guide the rollout of the targeted testing 

programme. The current plan is to offer targeted testing both through designated testing sites and to 

specific organisations/workplaces where needed. 

  

Support for Local Businesses 
The new Local Restrictions Business Rates Grants scheme is now live with the following website 
link: www.stratford.gov.uk/coronavirus/local-restrictions-support-grant-national-lockdown.cfm This 
Scheme is specifically for businesses across the District that have been required to close due to local 
lockdowns or targeted restrictions. The scheme has been funded by central government to the level of 

https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.stratford.gov.uk%2Fcoronavirus%2Flocal-restrictions-support-grant-national-lockdown.cfm&data=04%7C01%7Canneparry%40warwickshire.gov.uk%7Cb90c2bbaddab40a8ced108d88ae69e3d%7C88b0aa0659274bbba89389cc2713ac82%7C0%7C0%7C637412070385000783%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=1LnjJgdAv6bsq%2F8mOgHcXlPyYcW6lRhUZA1nOh9h9x8%3D&reserved=0


£2.4million for the Stratford District     To be eligible for the grant, the business would need to have been 
open as usual and providing in-person services to customers but has been required to close due to the 
national lockdown COVID-19 restrictions. 
  

·        Businesses occupying a premises with a rateable value less than or equal to £15,000 may claim £1,334 
per month or £667 per 2 week period of closure 

·        Businesses occupying a premises with a rateable value between £15,000 up to a value of £50,999 may 
claim £2,000 per month or £1,000 per 2 week period of closure 

·        Businesses occupying a premises with a rateable value of exactly £51,000 or above may claim £3,000 per 
month or £1,500 per 2 week period of closure 

·          
As with other COVID-19 business grants, local grants to closed businesses will be treated as taxable 
income. 
These restrictions came into effect on Thursday 5th November until 2nd December at which point 
Government will issue further instructions 
  
In the meantime, take care and keep safe. 
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