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MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF SNITTERFIELD PARISH COUNCIL HELD VIA ZOOM ON 
MONDAY 14 SEPTEMBER 2020, COMMENCING AT 7.30 PM 

 
This meeting was held via Zoom during the Covid 19 Pandemic  

PRESENT  
Councillor P Blanchard – Chairman  
Councillor D Brown 
Councillor P Cox 
Councillor C Elliott 
Councillor J Kelsey 
Councillor G Norris 
Councillor C Pearson 
Councillor P Smith 
 
Parish Clerk – Nicola Everall 
5 members of the public for all or part of the meeting 
District Councillor P Richards & County Councillor Mrs A Parry for part of the meeting 
 
Public Participation 
Mr & Mrs Curson (20/01342/FUL, Cosycot, The Green) had submitted a planning application for a single storey 
extension and gave an overview of that application.  
 
Mrs H Schmidt-Hansen reported that the developers at Appleton House continued to work outside of the des-
ignated hours which was causing a noise disturbance to those residents living nearby and Councillor P Richards 
agreed to investigate.  
 
Mr C Martenson raised concern regarding the planning application at the former Methodist Church 
(20/02203/FUL) with regards to increased traffic and parking and was concerned for the lack of attention given 
to ecology. 
 
1. Apologies 
There were no apologies for absence. 
  
2. Declarations of Interest 
There were no declarations of interest.  
 
3. To approve the Minutes of the meeting held on 13 July 2020 
The Minutes of the Meeting held on 13 July 2020, having been previously circulated, were agreed and will be 
signed by the Chairman as soon as practicable.  
 
4. Report from County Councillor – Mrs A Parry  
During the Covid 19 Epidemic, Councillor Mrs Parry had provided the Parish Council with weekly updates, 
which had been circulated to members and were available on the website.  
 
5. Report from District Councillor P Richards 
This report is appended to these minutes.  
 
6. Matters Arising 
a) Hurdlers Lane 
Councillor P Cox reported that insulation works had now taken place in three of the properties which would 
hopefully eradicate the damp and mould issues.   
 
b) Playing Field Working Group (PFWG) 
The first Trustee meeting of Snitterfield Playing Field was held on 22 June 2020 and discussions were minuted 
in the July Parish Council meeting.  
 
The Clerk was requested to seek advice from the Charity Commission (CC) and NALC as to converting the 
PFWG to a Charity Incorporated Organisation (CIO) and the response from the Charity Commission was: 
  
“Ultimately, it is a decision for the Trustees as to what is in the best interests of the charity, including whether 
to convert the charity to a CIO.” 
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With regard to a change in structure of the charity, it is a decision for the Trustees to discuss and decide on the 
best way forward and Councillors agreed that the Parish Council does not have additional capacity to act as 
Management Trustees of the Playing Field in addition to respective roles as Parish Councillors.  
 
Further to the replacement of the current Pavilion, on 6 March 2020, a letter was sent to the Parish Council by 
the Cricket Club and Snitterfield Nursery thanking them for the provisional offer of an Albermarle lease of 25 
years, but requesting certainty on a peppercorn rent. The organisations also asked for clarification as to the 
requirements of the business plan requested of them. 
 
No Business Plan has been received to date. However, it was understood that as there is a question mark over 
the ability of the charity to grant a lease at less than market rate, the two organisations need to know in ad-
vance if granting such a lease is within the power of the Parish Council. 
  
Councillor C Pearson suggested that the Parish Council resolve (as sole Trustee of the charity known as Snitter-
field Playing Field): 
  
To seek advice from the Charity Commission and NALC (National Association of Local Councils) to assure Coun-
cillors that the Parish Council is able to grant a lease for 25 years at a peppercorn rent in return for a fully-
funded replacement Pavilion (subject to an agreed business plan from Snitterfield Nursery and the cricket sec-
tion of Snitterfield Sports Club). 
  
The Charity Commission was quite clear that any changes to charitable objects require permission, therefore 
the above must take into consideration a governing document, which makes reference to a Youth Centre. 
  
It was therefore agreed to hold a meeting of the Trustees of Snitterfield Playing Field as soon as possible and in 
the meantime, seek confirmation that there were sufficient persons who might take this forward as a CIO. 
 
c) Inspection of Play Areas 
Councillor P Smith currently carries out visual inspections of the play areas every 4 to 6 weeks and the Clerk 
suggested that more frequent inspections should be put in place, with check lists completed and filed with the 
Parish Clerk. 
 
Councillor Smith agreed to arrange to meet with Councillors and organise a rota for those members wishing to 
assist. 
 
d) The Clerk was arranging for new signage at the play areas and agreed to circulate suggested working along 
with quotations. 
 
e) Emergency Plan 
Councillor C Pearson reported that during August, the village experienced two incidents which required com-
munity assistance.  A flood on Sunday 16 August 2020 and a tree branch down on School Road, Saturday 22 
August 2020. 
 
The tree incident was reported to the Snitterfield Community Volunteers (SCV) helpline, which has been kindly 
funded by a resident since March 2020.   
 
SCV is considering whether to continue this helpline which costs £6 a month. 
  
The Draft Emergency Plan has been prepared with thanks to Councillors J Kelsey and C Elliott, as well as repre-
sentatives of SCV and the Flood Group. 
 
This was reviewed by CSW Resilience on 16 June 2020 and had been circulated to Councillors. 
 
Snitterfield Flood Group is developing a specific incident plan and may require additional equipment. CSW 
have offered 250 free sandbags. 
 
The Residents Questionnaire, which the Clerk had drafted, needed circulating and Councillor C Pearson wished 
to invite SCV to assist the Working Group, in preparing and delivering with an online option to respond to the 
survey, which was considered essential. 
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f) Flooding 
Mr A Payne, Chairman of the Snitterfield Flood Group explained that the ongoing issues with flooding and sew-
age needed immediate attention.   A meeting held with Severn Trent, the Environment Agency and WCC had 
not proved productive.  However, these organisations were to meet again on 15 September 2020. 
 
Councillor A Parry asked for historical information and suggested that SDC CIL grant may be worth exploring.  
 
e)  Tree Planting 
Councillor C Pearson reported that a meeting of Snitterfield Tree Action Group (STAG) had been held, via Zoom 
on 2 September 2020, to discuss the aims and objectives of the group. 
 
A draft mission statement of “This group enables the planting of appropriate species of trees as widely as rea-
sonably possible across the parish of Snitterfield to reduce carbon dioxide levels, mitigate flood risk, increase 
biodiversity and improve the surroundings for Parishioners” had been suggested.  
 
The short term objective was to achieve a March 2021 Planting, working with the Woodland Trust and the 
group would like to work with the Parish Council to identify small parcels of land that can be planted with trees 
or hedges. 
 
Councillor C Pearson asked for the Parish Council to investigate if it owned any such parcels of land, which 
could be considered for the granting of permission to plant on.  
 
f) Sir Stephen Hales Charity 
Councillor C Elliott reported that she had established that some £26,500 was currently held in accounts of this 
charitable trust and intended to re-register this independent charity, but the Parish Council needed to appoint 
Trustees.  
 
Councillor Elliott agreed to investigate suitable persons who may stand as Trustees.  
 
g) Website 
Councillor C Pearson reported that the Accessibility Requirements Legislation comes into force on 23 Septem-
ber 2020 and she had investigated the NALC guidance, downloaded the action plan and circulated an example 
Accessibility Statement. 
 
The first phase was to evaluate the Parish Council’s website to establish the remedial activities that will form 
the second phase. 
 
Microsoft has developed a free evaluation tool called Accessibility Insights to walk website owners and devel-
opers through the process to help understand if there are any accessibility issues to be fixed: https://accessi-
bilityinsights.io/ 
 
Councillor Pearson suggested the Parish Council use this opportunity to invite members of the community to 
undertake a check of the Council’s website. 
 
7. Finance 
a) Income & Expenditure 
The Parish Clerk circulated schedules of Income and Expenditure to date and these were agreed by members.  
 
b) The Clerk circulated details of a financial request from Snipe for £1,820. This included £1,340 for printing costs 
and a further £480 for software.  Following discussions, it was agreed to grant the £1,340 for the printing costs 
only, due to the Parish Council’s grant budget being lower for this financial year.  Councillor D Brown agreed to 
ask the Snitterfield Community Village Project if it would financially support Snipe, by way of a grant for the 
software. 
 
8. Planning 
a) Planning Applications  
The Clerk had previously circulated a schedule relating to all current planning applications, which is appended 
to these minutes. 
 
 
 

https://accessibilityinsights.io/
https://accessibilityinsights.io/
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b) Planning Committee 
Councillor C Elliott had been elected as Chairman at the first meeting of the Planning Committee and asked for 
confirmation that the Planning Committee had delegated powers to make decisions on planning application.   
 
It was agreed unanimously that the Planning Committee had delegated powers to make decisions on planning 
applications. 
 
The Terms of Reference would be discussed at the next meeting of the Planning Committee.  
 
Councillor C Elliott had circulated the minutes of the Planning Committee held on 7 September 2020. 
 
The application at Cosycot, The Green (20/01342/FUL) was considered by members and whilst there was support 
for the extension by 6 members, two members objected.  Councillor Elliott was to prepare a response to the 
LPA. 
 
Furthermore, members raised concern regarding the application for a Day Nursery at the former Methodist 
Church with regards to traffic and parking.  A full response would be prepared for submission to the LPA. 
 
9. Correspondence Report  
Noted. 
 
10. Village Hall Management Committee (VHMC) 
The Chairman reported that due to Covid-19 regulations the AGM may have to take place online and although 
there were some small groups meeting at the Village Hall, strict regulations were in place and being monitored 
to ensure the safety of all users. 
 
11.  Observations from Parish Councillors 
Councillor C Pearson asked the Clerk to ensure that Members were kept updated regarding the WALC Area 
Committee meetings. 
 

Councillor J Kelsey asked whether the Parish Council should have parking on the agenda for the next 
meeting to work on a plan for residents with the challenges that might be coming from Dutton’s Close 
and the proposed Nursery.  
 
In reference to the discussion earlier in the meeting, Councillor Norris expressed his regret that there was 
some disillusionment about the lack of progress regarding the replacement of the Youth Hut. 
He said that he would very much like to see viable business plans for a new pavilion prepared by the Cricket 
Club and Nursery. These were absolutely necessary for the Parish Council in order to ensure that it did not as-
sume liability for a project that failed, but equally important for the Cricket Club and Nursery. He also hoped 
that all risks associated with the project would be either insurable or acceptable to the Parish Council. This was 
a very exciting project, which he hoped would proceed. 
 
 
The meeting closed at 9.50pm 
 
 
  

   
 
Signed………………………………………………. Designation……………………………………………. Date………………………………………. 
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District Councillor P Richards 
 

Councillor P Richards reported that the last month or so had been relatively quiet at the District Coun-
cil as members and officers have been taking some much needed rest during the Summer break, but 
minds are now quickly being brought back into focus for the remainder of the year.  
 
The Annual Council and Planning Committee change on Wednesday on 16 September 2020 and sees 
the entire Council come together for the first time (virtually) since February, where the Annual Council 
set the various jobs and positions members will hold for the next twelve months.  
 
At Annual Council there is a proposed change to the current setup of Planning Committees. The pro-
posal seeks to create one planning “super” committee consisting of named Councillors, who will spe-
cialise in planning matters.  
 
This change should help streamline Planning Committee meetings and help the Council make its way 
through the backlog of applications that have built up during the Covid pandemic.  
 
On a personal note, Councillor Richards was pleased to say that he has been proposed to Chair this 
super committee and hoped that that will be confirmed on Wednesday.  
 
Christmas Markets have been cancelled with regret, as with the latest lockdown rule of 6 being intro-
duced it makes is near impossible to continue with the Christmas Markets in a safe manner.  
 
With regards to parking Issues, Councillor Richards had met with residents of Dutton’s Close along 
with members of the Parish Council to discuss the parking issues that people are experiencing in that 
area and had since heard from residents of Highfield Close, who had expressed similar issues sur-
rounding parking. Together they are now working on a plan to help mitigate some of the parking issues 
residents are experiencing. This issue is one that is being experienced across the district and indeed 
the County and Country. It is not a quick overnight fix, but it was hoped to be able to help alleviate 
some of the issues within the village. 
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Planning Schedule – September 2020 
 

Application 
Number 

Application Details Comments re-
quired by 

SPC Comment SDC Decision 

20/00077/FUL Wayfield Gorse, Gospel Oak Lane 
Change of use from woodland to a disc golf course and associ-
ated operational development  

4/03/20 Object  

20/00131/FUL 
 
 
 
 
Amended Appli-
cation  

Snitterfield Sports Club 
Demolition of the existing clubhouse and erection of a new 
clubhouse and nine residential dwellings plus parking, land-
scaping and other associated works 
 
Demolition of the existing clubhouse and erection of a ne 
clubhouse and nine residential dwellings plus, parking, land 
scaping and other associated works 

30/03/20 
 
 
 
 

19/06/20 

Support 
 
 
 
 

Support 

 

20/00358/FUL 
 
 
 
 
Amended  
Application  

Land Off Duttons Close 
Demolition of storey garage building and the erection of 4 No 
2-bedroom dwelling in a single terrace row and all other associ-
ated works. 

 
The proposed site plan has been updated to include an extra 
parking space. Elevations have been updated 

26/03/20 
 
 
 

22/06/20 

Support 
 
 
 

Support 

Granted 
 
 
 

Granted  

20/00500/FUL Land off Bearley Road 
Change of use of land from redundant airfield to storage/distri-
bution (Class B8) purposes (retrospective)  

16/04/20 Support Granted 

20/00643/FUL Lake Adj Ingon Lake, Ingon Lane 
Erection of holiday lodge 

18/06/20 Object Refused 

20/01295/FUL The Willows, Warwick Road, Black Hill 
Demolition of existing garage to be replaced with new triple 
garage with dayroom located in the loft space 

18/06/20 Support Withdrawn 

20/01330/FUL Meads End, 5 Frogmore Road 
Replace the existing retaining wall along boundary with field 
(Side A) with a new retaining wall and fence that will be much 
stronger and sturdier in structure. The new retaining wall will 
be constructed of Gabion baskets and timber sleepers that sit 
on our property but face out into the field. The Gabion baskets 
will be 50cm high with two horizontal timber sleepers on top 
to allow soil to be planted on top of the Gabion basket. The 
sleepers are 30cm each so in total the retaining wall will be 
1.10m. 
Side B - (adjacent to farmers field), in the far corner where Side 
A meets Side B the retaining wall will be 1.6m (1m Gabion and 
2 x 30cm sleepers). This is to allow us to level off the ground 
around our patio area and we will build some steps into the 
garden that will take you down to the grass by Side A. The 
ground slopes uphill along Side B and so 1.6m is only needed at 
the far end of Side B, the height of the wall quickly diminishes 
along the boundary line until it disappears after 24m as our 
garden reaches the same level as the field. 
We will fill the front of the Gabion baskets with Blue Lias stone 
and will send a sample into the Council to show before we start 
the project. 
We are only looking to replace the retaining walls on Side A 
and Side B and not increase their height at all. 
We will put a post and rail fence all the way along both bound-
aries. 
We will plant a Laurel hedge that will provide screening and 
privacy along Side A and maintain it at 6-7 ft once matured, 

6/07/20 Support Granted 
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and alongside B will be a combination of laurel and other na-
tive hedging/plants which will allow for some intermittent 
screening. 
The garden will be landscaped into three levels due to its natu-
ral gradient, the top tier, the middle tier (which is where our 
patio area is), and the lower tier which is where Side A is 

20/01342/FUL Cosycot, The Green 
Single storey rear extension, replacement of windows, addition 
of porches to external entrances, and new bin store 

7/7/20 Object  

20/01345/REM 9 Park Lane 
Application for approval of reserved matters relating to ap-
pearance, landscaping, layout and scale for two dwellings pur-
suant to outline planning permission 19/02631/OUT (Outline 
application for the erection of 1no. detached dwelling, demoli-
tion of existing garage and creation of new parking arrange-
ments for No 9 (all matters reserved except for access) 

3/7/20 Support Approved 

20/01444/FUL Little Acres, Kings Lane 
New access and drive off King's Lane 

26/08/20 Support  

20/01598/FUL High Close Farm, Black Hill 
Demolition of existing dwellings and agricultural buildings, re-
furbishment of existing dwelling, and erection of 7 new dwell-
ings and associated structures and landscaping in lieu of extant 
class Q prior approval 

5/8/20 Support  

20/01631/FUL Hares’s Field, Park Lane 
Erection of single storey sunroom and internal alterations 

03/08/20 Support Granted 

20/01835/FUL Windermere, Park Lane 
Extension above existing garage 

19/08/20 Support  

20/01960/FUL Park Farm Cottage, Park Lane 
Proposed one and two storey extensions to existing dwelling 

1/09/20 Support  

20/02041/FUL 9 The Hill, Primrose Cottage, Kings Lane 
Retrospective change of use for the existing garage/garden 
room to become ancillary accommodation as an annex to the 
main dwelling, and to undertake both external and internal 
modifications to the existing in order to provide suitable living 
accommodation 

10/09/20 Support  

20/02087/FUL Garage Block, Duttons Close 
Demolition of 10 No. garages and construction of one single-
storey dwelling 

7/09/20 Object  

20/02203/FUL Snitterfield Methodist Church 
Erection of boundary wall fencing and hedging, erection of tim-
ber clad equipment store and other associated and enabling 
development to facilitate conversion of building to children's 
day nursery 

23/09/20   

 
Tree Applications 

Application 
Number 

Application Detail Comments 
required 
by 

SPC Comment SDC Decision 

20/02117/TREE The Old School House, School, Road 
T1 - yew - Reduce height and spread from 6metres x 6metres to ap-
prox. 4metres x 4metres 
T2 - silver birch - Remove 

03/09/20 Support  

20/02212/FUL Bellbrook House, Bell Lane 
T1 - lime - Reduce selected limbs (see Photos) by up to 3.5metres 
from branch tips to lessen overhang into neighbour’s garden/drive-
way. Crown raise to height of up to 5metres 

16/09/20 Support  

20/02453/TREE Charnwood, Smiths Lane 
T1 - goat willow - Pollard from approx. 6metres height and 6metres 
spread to approx. 2.5metres height and 1metre spread 

30/09/20   

20/02454/TREE Millwood House, Church Road 30/09/20   
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T1 - ash - Reduce height from approx. 5metres to approx. 3.5metres 
T2 - ash - Reduce height from approx. 5metres to approx. 3.5metres 
T3 - ash - Reduce height from approx. 5metres to approx. 3.5metres 
T4 - beech - Reduce height from approx. 5metres to approx. 3.5me-
tres 
T5 - beech - Reduce height from approx. 5metres to approx. 3.5me-
tres 

 
 


